The resources extracted directly from forest or forest based sources are defined as forest products. Sources of such produce include various forest types which belong to state (montane, submontane, lowland rain, moist monsoon, dry monsoon, savanah and mangroves) and home gardens. Export forest products are of three main categories: significant non-wood forest products which are medicinal plants, rattans, bamboo, edible plants, gums and resins, and moderately significant non-wood forest product exports which are Kithul produce, barks, fruits, seeds, flowers, and leaves from forest and wood products. Quantification of exported forest products have however received lesser attention and the objectives of this study are therefore to prepare an inventory of exported forest products of Sri Lanka with types, quantities, values and destinations and to identify the trends of exports.
